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This Cycle Safety Information Sheet summarizes state motorcyclist licensing procedures. This information was obtained from each state's
Although this summary represents information from the most

drivers' licensing agency and from other available source documents.
authoritative sources available, MSF is not responsible for accuracy or completeness.

STATE MOTORCYCLE OPERATOR LICENSING — 2010

Contact your state agency for additional information.

Operator Licenses Vehicle Registrations
State (2008) Tiered Licensing Rider Education
Auto Motorcycle Auto Motorcycle System Re.qu'req for
Licensing
Alabama 4,634,533 (3) 1,923,243 (3) 2,202,962 126,675 Yes, <5 bhp or No
<150 cc (4)
Alaska 449,096 (6) 36,521 (6) 239,938 27,931 No No
Arizona 4,434,719 276,836 2,217,098 133,586 Yes, <100 cc (4) 2)
Arkansas 2,065,068 156,114 947,554 71,080 Yes, <250 cc (4) No
California 23,697,667 (6) 1,181,475 (6) 19,705,643 741,027 No Yes, under age 21
Colorado 3,287,017 (6) 303,746 (6) 724,053 118,391 No No
Connecticut 2,311,481 (3) 197,847 (3) 2,006,656 65,475 No Yes
Delaware 636,254 (6) 44,913 (6) 454,294 24,408 No Yes, under age 18
D.C. 330,363 (6) 168,064 (6) 166,898 1,100 No No
Florida 15,272,680 807,862 8,063,718 667,087 Yes, < 150 cc (4) Yes
Georgia 7,304,140 320,928 4,229,369 186,719 No No
Hawaii 997,394 51,135 480,466 50,679 No No
Idaho 985,000 (6) 52,565 (6) 528,544 64,163 No Yes, under age 21
lllinois 8,667,801 599,057 5,703,589 332,031 Yes, <150 cc (4) Yes, under age 18 for >
150 cc
Indiana 4,926,277 233,434 3,109,865 204,402 No No
lowa 2,168,382 257,015 1,785,547 181,735 No Yes, under age 18
Kansas 1,974,238 160,000 875,757 84,259 No No
Kentucky 2,934,474 (6) 155,177 (6) 1,945,936 64,995 No No
Louisiana 3,083,516 130,624 1,900,021 68,496 No No
Maine 1,009,780 96,998 555,374 54,540 No Yes
Maryland 4,029,787 248,938 2,636,359 79,489 No Yes, under age 18
Massachusetts 4,612,829 232,730 3,214,737 153,444 No Yes, under age 18 or failed
twice
Michigan 7,087,860 544,812 4,337,278 269,669 No Yes, under age 18
Minnesota 3,940,000 387,159 2,530,340 248,350 No Yes, under age 18
Mississippi 1,965,464 (6) 54,804 (6) 1,141,605 28,171 No No
Missouri 4,139,632 311,764 2,612,681 99,025 Yes, < 250 cc (4) No
Montana 720,000 (3) 108,000 (3) 369,364 112,324 No No
Nebraska 1,293,441 82,638 801,716 43,407 No No
Nevada 3,348,530 116,824 688,894 64,733 No No
New Hampshire 998,214 (1) 120,987 (1) 645,573 80,689 No Yes, under age 18
New Jersey 5,870,720 (1) 264,100 (1) 3,784,092 163,429 No No
New Mexico 5,100,000 (3) 58,400 (3) 676,336 46,882 Yes, < 100 cc (4) Yes, under age 18
New York 11,071,911 (3) 593,268 (3) 8,493,769 339,633 No No
North Carolina 6,539,740 391,000 3,539,487 121,598 No Yes, under age 18 (7)
North Dakota 479,921 61,166 342,327 31,030 Yes, <250 cc (4) Yes, under age 16 (limited
to < 250 cc)
Ohio 7,950,483 699,912 6,344,543 368,957 No Yes, under age 18
Oklahoma 2,910,600 123,906 1,640,823 115,588 Yes, <250 cc (4) No
Oregon 3,132,515 241,100 1,433,133 102,287 No Yes (8)
Pennsylvania 8,701,682 828,245 6,035,192 397,466 No No
Rhode Island 712,890 (3) 63,582 (3) 485,624 32,021 No Yes
South Carolina 3,038,238 152,915 1,984,700 102,760 No No
South Dakota 536,686 (6) 70,270 (6) 342,512 58,296 No No
Tennessee 4,351,868 161,032 2,809,235 151,368 Yes, <5 bhp or No
<125cc (4)
Texas 18,340,262 (6) 853,000 (6) 8,711,324 435,492 Yes, < 250 (4) Yes
Utah 1,803,536 163,617 1,180,261 57,806 Yes, 90 cc; 249 cc; No
649 cc (5)
Vermont 509,317 54,499 303,645 28,284 No No
Virginia 5,501,878 293,753 3,847,286 82,603 No No
Washington 4,860,563 394,342 3,276,728 233,508 No Yes, under age 18
West Virginia 1,327,569 76,709 686,908 48,435 No No
Wisconsin 4,079,562 475,248 2,643,143 310,439 No Yes, under age 18
Wyoming 420,777 (6) 58,215 (6) 254,948 30,502 No Yes, under age 17
Totals 220,546,355 15,504,084 135,637,845 7,706,465
Blanks intentional due to no response from state. (4) May obtain motorcycle license at younger age for small displacement
N/A = Not Applicable motorcycles.

(1) 2002 Information

(2) For under 18, rider education or parental certification of 25 hours of
supervised motorcycle practice required.

(3) 2006 Information

(5) License restricted based on cc size of motorcycle upon which rider tested.
(6) 2008 Information

(7) Effective 1/1/11

(8) Phase-in beginning 1/1/11



Motorcyclist Learner Permits

State Issue Fee/ Issuance Test Duration Restrictions
Renewal Fee For Permit
Alabama (3) $23/$23 Knowledge
Alaska (6) $15/$5 Knowledge 2 Years Supervision
Arizona $7/$7 Knowledge 7 Months No Passenger, No Freeway, Time of Day
Arkansas $5/$0 Knowledge 6 Months
California (6) $28/$28 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, No Freeway, Time of Day
Colorado (6) $10.60/$10.60 Knowledge 5 Years
Connecticut (3) $0/ $5.50 Knowledge 60 Days No Passenger, No Freeway, Time of Day, Helmet, Eye
Protection
Delaware (6) $8/$2 Knowledge 60 Days No Passenger, No Freeway, Time of Day, Helmet, Eye
Protection
D.C. (6) $20 $20 Knowledge 1 Year
Florida Fraer*NO PERMIT ISSUED*****x****
Georgia $10/$10 Knowledge & Vision 6 Months Helmet, No Passenger, Restricted Roadways, Time of
Day, Eye Protection
Hawaii $5/$5 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, Time of Day
Idaho (6) $11.50/$11.50 Knowledge 180 Days No Passenger, No Freeways, Time of Day
lllinois $10/$10 Knowledge & Vision 2 yrs. under 18; Daytime Only, Supervision
1 yr. 18 or over
Indiana $9/$9 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, Time of Day, Helmet
lowa $6/ N/A Knowledge 4 Years Supervision
Kansas $6/36 Knowledge 1 Year Supervision
Kentucky $12/$12 Knowledge & Skill 3 Years No Passenger, Eye Protection, Helmet
Louisiana F s NO PERMIT ISSUED****x*k*x
Maine $10/N/A Knowledge 2 Years No Passenger, Time of Day
Maryland $30/$0 Knowledge & Vision 6 Months No Passenger, Supervision
Massachusetts $30/N/A Knowledge 2 Years Helmet, Eye Protection, No Passenger, Time of Day
Michigan $13.50/$12.50 Knowledge 180 Days No Passenger, Time of Day, Supervision, Helmet, Eye
Protection
Minnesota $21/$21 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, No Freeway, No Night, Helmet
Mississippi (6) $1/$1 Knowledge & Skill 1 Year Supervision, Helmet
Missouri $1/$1 Knowledge & Traffic Signs 6 Months No Passenger, Time of Day, 250cc, Under 18, Daylight
Driving Only
Montana (3) $0.50/N/A Knowledge 1 Year Supervision, Helmet
Nebraska $8/$8 Knowledge 1 Year Supervision, Helmet, Under 18, No Interactive Wireless
Communication Device
Nevada $26.75/26.75 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, Time of Day, Supervision
New Hampshire (1) $30/$5 Knowledge 30 Days No Passenger, Time of Day, Helmet
New Jersey (1) $5/$5 Knowledge 90 Days No Passenger
New Mexico (3) $7/$7 Knowledge 6 Months No Passenger, Under 18, Time of Day, Helmet
New York (3) $14/$14 Knowledge 1 Year Supervision
North Carolina $15 $15 Knowledge & Traffic Signs 1 Year ((7) No Passenger
North Dakota $10/ $8 Knowledge 6 Months No Passenger, Time of Day, Helmet Under Age 18
Ohio $19.50/$19.50 Knowledge 1 Year Helmet, No Passenger, Restricted Roadways, Time of
Day, Eye Protection
Oklahoma $25.50/$21.50 Knowledge & Car 4 Years
Oregon $23.50/$23.50 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, Time of Day, Helmet, Supervision
Pennsylvania $10/$5 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, Time of Day, Supervision
Rhode Island (3) $25/N/A Knowledge & Skill 18 Months None
South Carolina $2.50/$2.50 Knowledge 1 Year Helmet & Eye Protection Under Age 21, Time of Day,
Supervision
South Dakota (6) $8/$8 Knowledge 1 Year No Passenger, Helmet Under Age 18, Restricted
Hours, Supervision
Tennessee $6.50/$0 Knowledge & Skill 1 Year Helmet, No Passenger, Restricted Roadways, Time of
Day, cc Restrictions (certain ages)
Texas (6) $15/%$8 Knowledge Varies Supervision
Utah $9.50/$9.50 Knowledge 6 Months No Passenger & Time of Day, Posted More Than
60 mph
Vermont $7 test fee/$15 Knowledge 120 Days Daytime Only, No Passenger, VT Only, May Only be
Renewed Twice
Virginia $3/N/A Knowledge 1 Year Helmet, No Passenger, Restricted Roadways, Time of
Day, Supervision, Parent Consent
Washington $15/$15 Knowledge & Skill 90 Days No Passenger, Time of Day
West Virginia $5/$5 Knowledge & Skill 90 Days Helmet, No Passenger, Time of Day, Eye Protection
Wisconsin $32/ $32 Knowledge 6 Months Helmet, No Passenger (except class M license holder
with 2 years of licensure), Time of Day unless
accompanied by licensed person age 25 or older, Eye
Protection
Wyoming (6) $0/$0 Knowledge 90 Days None




State Licensing Agency Information

State Knowledge/ License Operator Motorcycle # Examiners 3" party
Skills Testing Issuance License License Who Test Testers Used
Agency Agency Test Sites Test Sites Motorcyclists
Alabama (3) DPS Same 78 78 113 None
Alaska (6) DMV Same 33 33 40 10
Arizona MVD Same 52 21 161 None
Arkansas State Police Dept. of Finance & 100 100 37 None
Admin., Revenue Div.
California (6) DMV Same 167 167 631 None
Colorado (6) DMV Same 34 (state) 11 (state) 45 73
Connecticut (3) DMV/ DOT DMV 11 7 45 20
Delaware (6) DMV Same 4 3 27 None
D.C. (6) DMV Same 1 1 6 None
Florida Highway Safety & MV Same 181 174 500 CDL
Georgia Dept. of Driver Same 63 38 No
Services
Hawaii Co. Examiner Drivers Same 9 4 33 2
Sec.
Idaho (6) Co. Sheriff's DMV County Sheriffs DMV 192 28 None All
Offices/ ID 3rd Party Offices
Skills Testing
lllinois Sec. of State Same 117 101 638 IDOT
Indiana BMV/ ABATE BMV 170 20 None ABATE
lowa DOT - Driver Same 109 76 189 None
Services
Kansas (6) Driver’s License Same 34 34 150 None
Bureau
Kentucky State Police Circuit Court 140 140 75 None
Louisiana DPS Same 84 84 450 MC
Maine BMV/BMV 3rd Party BMV 36 36 36 None
Maryland Motor Vehicle Same 15 15 152 Maryland MC
Administration Safety Instructors
Massachusetts Registry of Motor Registry of Motor 35 24 44 MSF Certified,
Vehicles Division Vehicles MREP Approved
Motorcycle Training
Schools
Michigan Sec. of State Sec. of State/ Dept. of Skills - 295 Skills - 115 151 82
State
Minnesota DPS Same 93 75 105 MC/CDL
Mississippi (6) Hwy. Patrol Same 60 60 51 CDL
Missouri Hwy. Patrol Dept. of Revenue 154 138 205 None
Montana (3) DMV Same 48 48 34 MT MSF
Nebraska DMV Same 98 98 79 None
Nevada DMV Same 16 16 75 None
New Hampshire (1) DPS Same 14 14 23 MC
New Jersey (1) DMV Same
New Mexico (3) DMV Same 68 68 68 MC/CDL
New York (3) DMV Same 138 96 164 None
North Carolina DMV Same 114 100 505 36
North Dakota DOT Same 28 28 42 None
Ohio Highway Patrol BMV 85 70 220 None
Oklahoma Driver's License Div. TAG Agents 59 59 125 None
Oregon DMV Same 51 30 370 None
Pennsylvania DOT Same 72 69 229 2
Rhode Island (3) CCRI DMV 6 0 0 CCRI
South Carolina DMV Same 69 51 175 None*
South Dakota (6) DPS Same 73 46 39 MC/CDL
Tennessee Dept. of Safety Same 102 102 243 MC/CDL
Texas (6) DPS/ Driver’s License DPS 306 306 402 None
Div.
Utah Driver’s License Same 24 22 229 None
Division
Vermont DMV Same 11 6 12 40 - MSF Certified
RiderCoaches
Virginia DMV Same 7 71 200 17
Washington Dept. of Licensing Same 58 39 147 MC Safety
Instructors
West Virginia DMV DMV 25 25 50 MSF
Wisconsin DOT /DMV Same 92 28 100 None
Wyoming (6) WyDOT Same 29 29 45 None

* 8C has a pilot program with technical schools and motorcycle dealerships. Must complete MSF course and administer state test to qualify as TPT.




General Licensing Information

Age Driver’s License Motorcycle Gradsu)?stféij:é:srr?&ng
without Age with Required For License or Duration Driver Mot - I
State id Rider Motorcycle Endorsement (Years) rivers otorcycle
Ri er Education Endorsement Fee License License
Education

|Aaska | [ [ | $2000(6) | 56 | Yes [ No(6) |

|Arkansas | 16| 16 |  No | $10.00 4 | Yes [ No |

Colorado 16 (6) No (6) Endorsement - 5(6)
$2.00 (6

Delaware 18 16 & 10 mo. $8.00 (6)

Florida Rider Ed $7.00/$15.00
Required

$300ear | 482 | Yes | No |
[ Minois | 18 | 16 |  No | $1000 [ 4 [ Yes [ No |

Cowa | 18 | 14 | No | 300081000 | 5 | Yes | Mo |
| Kentucky | [ 17 |  Yes | $10.00 | 4 ] Yes |  No |
Wame | | 1 1 soo | e | Yes | MNo |

processing fees
Minesota | 18 | 16 | No |  $1300 | 4 | Yes | No |
| Missoui | | 16 |  No | Vares | 236 | Yes [ No |
| Nebraska | [ 17 |  No | 8§50 [ 5 | Yes [ No |
| NewHampshire | 18 [ | | $700(1) [ 4() | Yes [ |
| NewMexico | 18 | 133 |  No(3 [ §$1550(3) | 43 | Yes [ |
| NorthCarolna__ | 18(7) | 165 |  Yes | $175year |  50r8 | Yes | No |
(Ohio | 18 [ 16 |  No | $300 [ 4 | Yes [ Yes |

Rqd. (8
Required

SouthDakota [ | | ~ No() | $800(6) |  5(6) | Yes [ |

Rider Ed 15 (6) Yes (6) $15.00 (6) 6 (6) Yes (6)
Required

5200year | 2004 | Yes | MNo
$25.00 | 5 ] Yes |  No |
Wisconsn | 18 | 16 | MNo |  se200 | 8 | Yes | Yes |




Motorcycle Knowledge Testing

State Handbook Type of Knowledge Tests Knowledge Test Waiver For Rider
Used Education Completion

|Alaska) | ~~_w™MOM |  MSF | |
|Arkansas |  local |  local | ~~ No |
Coomdo6) | wom | toew |
Celaware®) | wom | wer |
|Floida | ~~BRC | ~ MsF | ~ No |
Hawai | MoM | Msr | N
Cinos | ModfedMoM | wsF | ves
Cowa | mMoM | msf | N
“Mame | ModfedMoM | loca | N
“Wissoui | wom | wsr | ve
| Nebraska | ~ MOM |  MSF |  Yes |
“NewHarmpsre () | loal | toew |
NewMexico® | MoM | Weloea |
| NorthCarolina |  mMOM [  MSF |  Yes |
oMo | wom | WeMoea | Ve
“oregon | ModfiedMOM | WodfiedMsF | ves
| Rhode Island) |  MRC:RSS [ | |
“SouthDakota(s) | Mo | wer |
Toes® | wom | we |
Washngon | wom | Msr | ves
“Wisconsn | MoM | loca | Ve




Motorcycle Skills Testing

Skills
Type of Primary Type of Test Accept Test on 3-Wheeled Motorcycle/
State Skills Test Secondary Waiver Completion License Restrictions
Skills Test For Rider Card From
Educa- Other State
tion
Alabama None None N/A N/A No
Alaska Alternate MOST (6) None (6) Yes (6) Yes (6) No
Arizona Alternate MOST None Yes No Yes/none
Arkansas Serpentine None Yes Yes Yes/none
California Serpentine & Slow None (6) Yes No No endorsement rqd.
Ride (6)
Colorado Alternate MOST (6) None (6) Yes (6) Yes (6) Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Connecticut Alternate MOST (3) None (3) Yes (3) No (3) Yes/none
Delaware Alternate MOST (6) None (6) Yes (6) Yes (6) No endorsement rqd. if 3’ minimum between
adjacent wheels
D.C. Alternate MOST (6) | Local Off-Street (6) No (6) Yes MD & VA (6)
Florida BRC None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Georgia RST Local Off-Street Yes No Yes/none
Hawaii Alternate MOST None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Idaho Alternate MOST (6) None (6) Yes (6) Yes (6) Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
lllinois Alternate MOST None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Indiana Alternate MOST Yes Yes Yes Yes/none
lowa RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Kansas Alternate MOST None Yes N/A Yes/none
Kentucky Local Off-Street None Yes Yes Yes/none
Louisiana Local On-Street None Yes No Yes/none
Maine Local On-Street None No Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Maryland Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Massachusetts Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Michigan Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Minnesota Alternate MOST Alternate MOST Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Mississippi M/C In-Traffic (6) Local On-Street (6) No (6) Yes/none
Missouri Local Off-Street None Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Montana Alternate MOST (3) | Local On-Street (3) Yes (3) No (3) Yes/none
Nebraska MIT Alternate MOST Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Nevada Alternate MOST None Yes Yes No endorsement rqd. for trimobile [3 wheels in
contact with ground, 2 of which are power driven]
New Hampshire Alternate MOST (1) | Alternate MOST (1) Yes (1) Yes/none
New Jersey Alternate MOST (1) None (1) Yes (1) No (1) No
New Mexico Alternate MOST (3) | Local On-Street (3) Yes (3) Yes (3) Yes/none
New York Local On-Street (3) None (3) Yes (3) No (3) Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
North Carolina Local Off-Street None Yes Yes Yes/none
North Dakota Alternate MOST Local Off-Street Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Ohio RST None Yes Yes No
Oklahoma Local On-Street None (3) Yes Yes Yes/none
Oregon Alternate MOST None Yes No Yes/none
Pennsylvania Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Rhode Island MRC:RSS (3) None (3) No (3) No (3) No
South Carolina Modified Alternate None No No No endorsement rqd.
Most
South Dakota M/C In-Traffic (6) Local On-Street (6) Yes (6) May take test on 3-wheeled; license valid for 2 &
3-wheeled motorcycle
Tennessee Local Off-Street Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/none
Texas M/C In-Traffic (6) None (6) Yes Yes Yes/none
Utah Alternate MOST Modified Alternate Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
MOST
Vermont RST BRC & ERC Lic. Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Waiver Skill Test

Virginia Alternate MOST Local Off-Street Yes No Yes/none
Washington Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
West Virginia Alternate MOST Alternate MOST Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Wisconsin MIT None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Wyoming Alternate MOST (6) None (6) Yes (6) Yes (6) No




